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/ PRESIDINT'S MESSAGE 


Robert A, Downs 


It is an honor to be requested by our exceedingly capable Hditor to 
submit a short "Presidential Message" for the Bulletin, I was pleased 
to note that the May issue of the Bulletin of the American Association 
of Public Health Dentists was devoted primarily to the subject of the 
fluoridation of public water supplies, From the standpoint of public 
health dentistry today, I know of no more timely or worthwhile subject, 
Personally I believe that it is "high time" that the American Association 
of Public Health Dentists go on record concerning their stand on this 
incalculably important subject. I_lmow of no story in the entire his~ 
tory of dentistry that is more fascinating and dramatic than that pre- 
sented by "Fluoride," as it unfolds, 


We are all familiar with Dr, McKay's original studies starting in 
1908, Dr. Dean's studies are classics in dental epidemiology, and dem- 
onstrated beyond doubt the inverse ratio between dental caries and the 


fluoride content of the water, 


We now have "after fluoridation" reports from Connecticut, Idaho, 
Michigan, New York, Texas, Toronto and Wisconsin -~ every single one of 
which report less dental caries in children after the fluoridation of 
the community water in their respective communities, 


At the recent meeting of the State and Territcrial Dental Health 
Directors in Washington, D. C., June 8, the following resolution was 


adopted: 


Resolution Regarding Fluoridation 





"RASOLVED that the State and Territorial Dent2] Health Directors 
recommend the fluoridation of public water supplies for the 
partial controi of dental caries, where the local dental and 
medical professions have approved this pvrograr: and where the 
' community can meet and maintain the standards required by the 
State health authority." 


To the public health dentist some of the plaiuly apparent advantages 
of using optimum fluoride waters that come tu mind are the fact that: 
' 


1, It reaches every individual in the community. 


2. No effort or initiative is required by the individual -- merely 
| continuous residence in the community during the first 8 years 


of life, : . _ 





3. No expenditures of monies for professional services by the 
individual are required, 
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It reduces dental caries rate 60-70 per cent for 12-14 year 
old children; the lost tooth rate in adults is dramatically 
reduced, | 


- 


The caries inhibiting effect once acquired remains for life, 
or is perpetual regardless of where the individual may later 
move or live, 


The total cost of treating the community's water ranges 
between 10 to 20 cents per capita, and this is not prohib- 
itive, 


7. Technically, the addition of fluorine to communal waters is 
a relatively simple procedure, 


win view of the foregoing, "what are we waiting for?" ‘While fully 
cognizant that "Fluorine is no cure-all," we do have for the first 
time, through the use of fluorides, practical procedures that offer a 
safe, economical ard mass method for the substantial control of dental 
caries, 


It is my sincere hope that at the meeting at Atlantic City, the 
American Association of Public Health Dentists wiil not only wholeheart- 
edly endorse and support the fluoridation cf water supplies as a sound 
public health procedure, but will assist in rapidly developing programs 
to put this knowledge to use, 














Dentistry as a factor in public 
health service has been in the pic- 
ture more or less for about thirty 


years, Since its incipiency, public 
health dentistry has had hard sled- 
ding. This, notwithstanding the 
traditional high incidence and prev 
alence of dental disease, A major 
handicap to the development of ade-— 
quate public dental health services 
has been the lack of preventive 
measures, Dental caries and peri- 
dontal disease have long been recog~ 
nized by health authorities as- 
serious public health problems, but 
methods for the prevention and con~ 
trol of these diseases on a public 
health basis have been so inadequate 
that public health administrators 
have been unable to make more than 
a token investment in the dental 
health program, It is a generally 
accepted principle that to be effec- 
tive in the reduction of morbidity 
and mortality the services of public 
health organizations must of neces— 
sity be limited to those practices 
which prevent and control disease 
onamass scale, The major factor 
which limits the scope of operation 
is finance, With perennial budgetary 
restrictions, the good public health 
administrator must allocate his funds 
to those public health measures that 
will do the most good for the most 
people, ; 
How, then, does public health 
dentistry fit into this picture? 
It has been determined from an ade— 
quate number of surveys that over 
90% of the child population of the 
country is affected with dental 
Caries, and that the increment is 
almost one cavity per child per 
year, It also has been determined 


that to control this amount of 
dental caries for low income 
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children alone would, in terms of 
dollars, absorb a major part of the 
entire health department budget, 
And this to say nothing of unavail- 
able personnel to do the job. Con- 
fronted with this dilemma, is the 
filling of chilcren's teeth to pre- 
vent tooth loss a practical public 
health measure? Without effective 
preventive measures that will elin— 
inate a major part of this exnense 
and time consuming personal service, 
the answer is obviously no, 


It is true that we can "point with 
pride" to a comparatively few com 
munities where most of the children 
get their cavities filled, However, 
for the nation as a whole there is 
evidence that teeth are decaying at 
a rate faster than they are being 
filled, or could be filled, with any 
reasonable rumber of personnel, 


A short time ago dentistry came up_ 
with its first authentic measure for 
preventing dental caries, I refer to 
the topical application of sodium 
fluoride, ‘This prophylactic more 
nearly aymroximates a feasible den- 
tal public health orypeh It will 
prevent an average of 40% of the 
dental caries in children's teeth, 
It can be rendered by sub—professional 
personnel and can be done in less _ 
time than would be required to fill 
the 40% of the cavities it prevents, 
It is therefore less expensive, It 
is also painless, hence meets with 
less resistance from the individual, | 
On the minus side, it requires the 
paticnt to visit the clinic or dental 
office on four different occasions 
every three years between the ages 
of three and thirteen, Estimate of 
cost is around $1.50 per complcte | 
treatment in the public clinic and 
$15.00 in the dental office, ‘The 
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most practical public health appli- 
cation of this procedure would be 
to make it free for all school 
children in school clinics and pro- 
vide it on a mass basis as is done 
by the U, S, Public Eealth Service 
topical fluoride demonstration 
units, Time and money can be saved 
by this method, This procedure can- 
not be followed on a large scale, 
however, until more personnel is 
available, 


Another realistic avproach to the 
dental caries problem may be arti- 
ficial fiuoridation of public water 
supplies, if and when it has been 
shown this method is as effective 
as the so-called natural fluoridation 
of water, Incidentally, progress 
reports on the mechanical fluorida- 
tion of water are encouraging, At 
an estimated cost of about 10¢ per 
capita per year, a community may 
get fluoride protection for its 
young children, If sodium silico- 
fluoride is proven an acceptable 
substitute for sodium fluoride, the 
cost will be reduced one-fourth, 


Dibasic ammonia, Vitamin £, 
penicillin and other agents may also 
contribute to the solution of the _ 
caries preventive problem, An ideal 
agent to look forward to as a caries 
preventive is a satisfactory enzyme 
inhibitor that can be placed in _ 
sugar at the refinery, This, like 
chlorinating water, iodizing salt, 
and possibly fluoridizing water, 
will provide an inexpensive, auto— 
matic and therefore practical dental 
public health measure, 


A careful anpraisal of this prob- 
lem will recognize the wealmesses 
inherent in present methods of 
dental health practice, and should 
stimulate determined efforts to 
fully acquaint the public with the 


state of the nation!s dental health 
and the urgent need to find more 
effective preventive measures, 


Abandon the educational and rep- 
arative programs we now have? Of 
course not, A program of education _ 
that will get some people to the . 
dentist for the correction of defects 
is basic and will continue to be as 
long as teeth decay and have to be 
filled or extracted, However, the 
sum of caries increment plus psycho- 
logical blocks plus cost plus inade- 
quate number of personnel precludes 
a solution to the problem by the 
reparative process alone, We must 
do a more productive educational job 
by placing much more emphasis on the 
need for preventive measures, This 
need is exemplified in authoritative 
reports which show that while con— 
sumers spend one-half as mich for 
dental as for medical care, 110 times 
as much is being spent for medical 
as for dental research, 


It is essential that public health 
dentists take the long range, realis- 
tic point of view and consider the 
solution of this problem in terms of 
the dental health of the nation 
rather than the correction of dental 
defects in small groups of low income 
children, 








—_a 
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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 







of the 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC HGALTH DENTISTS* 







CONSTITUTION 










ARTICLE I 


Nane 







The name of this Association is the American Association of Public Health 
Dentists, 







ARTICLS II 





Object 





? 





The objects of this Association are: to promote public dental health, 
maintain the ideals of organized dentistry in all public dental health 
projects, and afford an opportunity for constructive discussion of the admin- 
istrative problems of dental health programs, 









ARTICLE III 


Membership 













Section 1, There shall be three classes of membership designated as 
Active, Associate, and Honorary, . ? 






Section 2, Membership’ shall be limited to residents of the United States 
Territories and Possessions, and of the countries of North and South America, 






Section 3, ‘The right to hold office, or to serve asa member of the 
Executive Council, or as Chairman of a standing cormittee, shall be limited 


to the Active Membership, 












Section 4, The qualifications of the several classes of members are 
herein delineated, 


Active Membership 













Active Membership shall be limited to holders of the degree of Doctor of 
Dental Surgery (DDS) or Doctor of Dental Medicine (DifD), who are actively 
engaged in and whose major interest is Dental Public Health, 













*This Constitution and these Bylaws were adopted by the American Association 
of Public Health Dentists at Chicago, Illinois, on February 5, 1950. 
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Associate Membership 





Associate Membership shall be limited to holders of D.D.S. or D.M.D. 
degree actively interested in Dental Public Health, but are not actually 
engaged in the actual practice thereof; or to such persons not holders of a 
recognized dental degree who are engaged in Programming, Public Health Dduca~ 
tion, or Research, 


Honorary Membership 





Honorary Membership may be conferred upon an individual who has made an 
outstanding contribution to Dentistry, Public Health, or related Sciences 
upon recommendation of the Membership Committee and the unanimous vote of the 
membership in attendance at a regularly scheduled meeting, 


ARTICLE IV 


Officers 


Section 1, The officers of this Association shall be a President, 
President-zlect, and Secretary—Treasurer, 


Section 2, The management of this Association shall be vested in an 
Bxecutive Council composed of six elected members and the President, the 
President-Elect, the immediate past President, the Secretary—Treasurer, and 
the Editor, ; ‘ 


Section 3, (a) At each annual meeting of the Association the members 


shall elect in the manner hereinafter set forth, the officers mentioned in 
Section 1 of this Article, with the exception of the Secretary—Treasurer, 


(bd) The Secretary—Treasurer shall hold office for a term of 
three years after election and installation or until his successor is 
elected and installed, } 


(c) The President—EHlect shall succeed as President at the 
conclusion of the one-year term of his predecessor, 


Section 4, At each annual meeting, the Association shall elect two 
members to the Executive Council, each for a three-year term, 


ARTICLE V 


Policies 


The policies of the Association are: (1) promotion of public dental 
health, (2) maintenance of a closely mit affiliation with the American 
Dental Association and cooperation with that body in matters pertaining to 
public health and socio-economics, (3) establishment of a like relationship 
between this Association and the American Public Health Association, 








? 
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(4) fostering improvement in the training of personnel of public dental 
health programs, and (5) inauguration of policies that will aid in proper 
administration of state, county, municipal and federal public dental health 


projects, 







ARTICLE VI 






Meetings 






Section 1, The annual meeting of the American Association shall be held 
in conjviction with the annual meeting of the Americzun Dental Association 
whenever practicable, otherwise the annual meeting shall be held at a place 


designated by the Executive Council, 







Section 2. A quorum for a regular business meeting shall consist of 
not less than twolve active members, 






ARTICLE VII 










Voters 


Zach active member in good standing and in attendance shall be entitled 
to one vote, Voting by proxy is not permissible, 









ARTICLE VIII 


Amendments 










‘The constitution of the Association may be amended at the anual meeting. 
only, and then only if the membership receives a copy of the proposed changes, 
or the changes published in the official publication, at least twenty days 

prior to the annual meeting; or the changes, if submitted at one annual meet 
ing, may be acted upon at the next annual meeting, To amend the constitution 
requires a two-thirds vote of those voting and entitled to vote, a quorum 

being present, 











BY-LAWS 






CHAPTER I 





Qualifications and Registration of Members 





Section 1, Applications for membership shall be submitted to the member-— 
ship committee consisting of at least three active members, who shall pass on 
the qualifications of each applicant and accept or reject him for members’iip. 
The decision of the membership committee regarding its action in any individ— 
val case may be appealed by the applicant or by any active member to the 
Association at a reguiar business meeting, The Association by 2 majority 
vote may accept or reject the action of the membership committee and its 
action will be final, 
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Section 2 All members in good standing may participate in the delib- 
erations of this Association, 


Section 3, On the first day of July the secretary shall drop from the 
membership roll the names of all whose dues for the current year shall not 
have been received, Reinstatement to membership, assuming eligibility, may 
be made at any time by paying the dues for the year in which delinquency 
occurred and the dues for the current year, if one or more vears have 
elapsed since delinquency took effect, On April 1 of each year, the secretary 
shall send to the editor of the Association's publication a list of the 
delinquent members, The editor shall remove the names of such delinquent 
members from his mailing list on April 1, If the delinquent member ig rein- 
stated, back numbers of the publication may be sent to him upon payment of 
25¢ per copy to the secretary of the Association, 


CEAPTER II 
Order of Business 


Section 1, Following shall be the order of business unless changed by 
unanimous consents: 


1, Call to order by the president. 
2. Roll call 

3. Reading and adoption of minutes 
4, Reports of officers 

5- Reports of committees 
Unfinished business 

7. New business 

8, ZBlection of officers 


Section 2, The Association shall be governed by Roberts! Rules of Order 
when they are not in conflict with these bylaws or with the rules of the 


Association, 


CHAPTGR III 


Nomination, Election, and Installation of Officers 
and Executive Council 


Members 


Section 1, Nominations for office shall be made orally, but no nomin- 
ating speech shall exceed three minutes in length, Any nomince receiving 
the majority of the votes cast shall be declared elected, The president shall 
be nominated and elected at the session held one year previous to his instal- 
lation, and shall be lmown as the president-elect until he is installed, 


Section 2, All elections shall be by ballot and a majority of the votes 
cast shall be necessary to elect, In case no nominee reccives a majority of 
the votes on the first ballot, the nominee receiving the least number of 
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votes shall be dropped and a new ballot held, This procedure shall be con- 
tinued until one of the nominees receives a majority of all votes cast, when 
he shall be declared elected, 


Section 3, The election of officers shall be the last order of busincss 
of the Association, 


Section 4, The officers of the Association shall be installed at the 
close of the last session of the annual mecting at which they are elected, 


CHAPTIR IV 
Duties of the Officers 


Section 1, Dutics of the President: . 

(a) The president shall preside at all meetings of this 
Association and the Executive Council, He shall 
perform all the duties usually devolving on 2 pre- 
siding officer, He shall be a member -~ ex-officio ——- 
of all committees, 





(b) Immediately after the opening of the first business 
session of the Association, the president shall 
appoint from among the active members the following 
reference committees: 


(1) Committee on Resolutions, This cormittee shall 
consist of five members, To it shall be referred 
all resolutions brouzht before the Association 
unless otherwise provided for or unless otherwise 
ordered by that body, 





(2) Committee on Reports of Officers. This committee 
shall consist of three membcrs, To it shall be 
referred the president's address and the reports 
of other officers unless otherwise provided for or 
unless otherwise ordered by that body, 





(3) Each reference committee shall, as soon as possible 
after adjournment of each session, or during the 
session, if necessary, consider such business as 
may have been referred to it and shall report on 
same at the next session or when called upon to do 
SO. 


(c) The president shall appoint all other committees not 
otherwise appointed by the Executive Council, 


Section 2, Duties of the President-elect: (a) The president-elect 





shall assist the president and become an ex officio member of such committees 
as do the president and secretary, At the installation of officers at the 
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next annual session following that at which he was elected president-elect, 
he shall become, and assume the office of, president of this Association 
without other election, - , 










(bo) The president~elect shall, in the absence of, or upon request of, 
the president, preside at Association or Dxecutive Council meetings, In case 
of a vacancy in the presidency for any reason, the president-elect shall 

succeed to the presidency for the unexpired tern, 








Section 3, Duties of the Secretary: The secretary shall perform all 
duties usually devolving on such an officer, Together with the president he 
sholl certify to all official acts of the Association and the Executive 
Council, He shall collect all monies due tue Association from the members 
and forward them to the treasurer, He shall be an ex officio member of all 
committces and shall act as secretary of the Executive Council and the 
Association, He shall submit a complete report at each annual meeting, 














Section 4, Duties of the Treasurer: The treasurer shall receive all 
monies collected by the socretary from any source, giving his receipt for the 
same, He shall pay all orders drawn and signed by the president or secretary, 
He shall submit a written report to the Association at cnch annual meeting, 
















CHAPTER V 








of Executive Council 





Duties 





‘Ne Section 1, The Zxecutive Council shall serve as an-ad interim governing 
group of the Association, shall formulate policies and present them to the 
Association and shall endeavor to promote all policies and projects duly 
approved by (a) a majority of the Council ad interim or by (bd) a majority of 
the Association at called or stated meetings, 







Section 2, The Executive Council shall, in case of removal from office 
by any cause of the president and president-elect, the president-elect or 
secretary-treasurer, elect by a majority vote from the active membership sub-— 
stitutes to fill the unexpired terms, Vacancy of any clected membership on 
the Executive Council of six may be filled only at regular business mcetings 


of the Association, 


Section 3, 


Council, 













Five members shall constitute 2 quorum of the Executive 







Section 4, The Executive Council shall meet just prior to the opening 
annual session of the Association and at other times they vote to meet, 


Section 5. It shall be the duty of the Executive Council to provide for 
and supervise the publication of an official bulletin, It shall appoint an 

editor who shall serve until his successor is chosen by the Executive Council, 
The editor shall be an ex officio member of the Executive Council, 


























é 
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CHAPTER VI 







Committees 





Section 1, Committees shall be classified as (a) standing committees, 
(b) reference committees, (c) special committees, 
’ 














Section 2, Standing committecs consisting of three or more members | 
shall be elected by the Zxecutive Council, In the event of a vacancy on any 
standing committee, the president shall have authority to select 2 successor, 








Reference committees shall be appointed by the president 
from among the members of the Association present, 







‘Special committces may be appointed by the president from 
among the members of the Association, 












Standing Committees: Standing committees shall be as follows: 







Section 3, 











2) Health Education 
(>) Program 
(c) Public Health Legislation 
(a) Membership 
e) Recorcs and Reports 













Section 4, Such other standing committees as are deemed necessary may be 
anpointed by the Dxecutive Council, 






CHAPTSR VII 







Revort of Committees 






The Chairman of cach committee shall make a typewritten renort to the 
Association at the annual meeting and shall submit a copy of the report to the 
secretary 2t least two weeks before the annual meeting, 









CEAPTSR VIII 






Amendments 


’ 






These bylaws may be amended at the annual meeting only, and then only if 
the changes are published in the official publication or the membership 
receives a copy of the proposed changes at least twenty days vrior to the 
annual meeting or the changes, if submitted at one annual meeting, may be 
acted upon at the next annual mecting, To amend the bylaws requires a two- 
thirds vote of those voting and entitled to vote, a quorum being present, 
CEAPTGR Ix 
Annual Dues 

















The annual ducs payable t6 the Secretary—Treasurer the first day of cach 
year begining January 1, 1951, shall be five dollars ($5.00); and there shall 
be no ducs for Honorary members, 
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The June, 1950, issue of the Journal, American Dentel Association was 
dcsignated as the MI4a~Con tury Issue," In it a laudable effort has been 
made to relate the story of fifty years' progress by the dentel profession, 
Mot the least notable item, covered either by specific articles or by refer- 
enec, is that relating to dental public health, By virtue of these items —~ 
public health dentists have a reason for pride, By virtue of some omissions, 
nowever, there may be reason for regret or, possibly, for realizing that as 
yet there is not a complete recognition of the place of public health dentist~ 


ry in the whole dental health picture, 


















Pride rests on the selection of two of our state dental directors, 
Dr. R. 0, Dalgleish as Utah's and Dr, N. EH, Baker as West Virginia's nominees 
of those states! notable contributors to fifty years of progress, And we are 
prideful of similar honors being bestowed upon the late Drs, Percy R. Howe, 
Harvey J, Burkhart and Clinton T. Messner whose carecrs, in part at least, 
were involved in aspects of dental public health, 













Pride again comes from the comprehensive article, "Dental Public Health!" 
by our fellow member, Dr. Norman F, Gerrie, And the numerous short articles 
and references to research in caries prevention, to : activitios of the Comcil 
on Dental Health, to "preventive dentistry" and to pedodontics, all are a 
source of gratification to those whose activitics are centcred in dental 
public health, Finally, we are proud that the Bulletin was mentioned as one 
of 2 group of periodicals listed as "specialty journals" and that books on 


"public health phases" (of dentistry) were named, 










Of course, cvery dental organization - not even every national dental 
organization — could be mentioned in the Journal issue, Sven so, one cannot 
help but regret the omission of an organization to which one belongs and 
which is looked upon by some as representing some part in "fifty years of 
prosress," Thus we regret that the American Association of Public Health 
Dentists was not mentioned, Without recrimination based on the omission it 
may, we think, be cited with propiety that such mention is justified by the 
very wording bf our organization's "objectives," to wit: "to promote public 
dental health, maintain the ideals of organized dentistry in all pudlic 
dental health projects and afford an opportunity for constructive discussion 
of the administrative problems of dental health programs," Certainly those 
vords imply effort toward "Progress," 
















QUSRY 







Preparation of this issue of the Bulletin fowd the Hditor faced with a 
problem ~ one that seems apt to be recurrent, Without renewing the one time 
Bullctin feature "The Quarterly Question" it scems desirable to pose the 
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EDITORIAL 





problem and, perhaps, elicit responses from readers that may be used as a 
basis for decision in future instances, 


The recent meeting of the State and Territorial Dental Directors was an 
interesting one, The minutes of that meeting are, we think, interesting to 
all state directors and, possibly, to some others, But they are the minutes 
of an exclusive mecting of an exclusive organization, As such the question 
arises as to the proniety of devoting Bulletin pages to their publication, 


True, it may be supnosed that all‘state and territorial dental directors 
are members of the A.A.P.H.D. However, they comprise but a minority of that 
organization's membership, And the particular interest they may have in the 
considerations developed at the Washington mecting may not be shared by non- 
director members of the A.A.P.E.D, The latter might, with justification, feel 
that the Bulletin is the mouthpiece of directors only, 


It is not only in the matter of the Washington mecting that this question 
arises, Review of previous issues indicates 2 preponderant part of the pub- 
lished items are by, or in regard to, state directors, This fact is not good 
and does not augur well for the futures of the A.A.P.H.D. or the Bulletin, 

But (aucry #2) how can it be avoided? We do not Imow the answer--wmless this 
citing of the problem serves to motivate non—director members to make contri- 
butions for Bulletin publication, | 


As to the Washington meeting, the Bulletin account of it has been limited 
to brief news reports, We hope this was the prover procedure, 
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REVISW OF BOOKS AND ARTICLES 
A. L. Russell, Associate Bditor 













’ 





THIS FIRST HALF CSUTURY, Am, Dent. A. J., Number 6 of Volume 40 (vp, 643-792), 
June 1950, 









This could easily have been something pretty awful in the way of tub- 
thumping; instead it emerges as a sober and restrained report by ; 
dentistry itself covering its progress during the past 50 years, We 
found it absorbing, not only as a record of accomplishment (which was 
tremendous), but for its between—the-lines aspirations for dentistry's 
next half century -—- such things as increased emphasis on research and 
public health, greater acceptance of social responsibilities, better 
standards of practice and teaching --- which augur well for both the 
profession and the public in the years ahead, 












” 






Knutson, J, W., and Scholz, Grace C, THE SFFsCT OF TOPICALLY APPLIZD 
FLUORIDSS ON DENTAL CARIS EXPDRISINCE, II, CONSOLIDATID RaPORT OF FINDINGS 
FOR FOUR STUDY GROUPS, SHOWING REDUCTION IN NaW DECAY BY INDIVIDUAL TOOTH AND 
BY TOOTH SURFACIS, AND FREQUSIICY DISTRIBUTIONS OF NSWLY DECAYED TScTH IN °* 
TROATSD AND UNTROATED MOUTH HALVES, Pub, Health Rep., 64:1403~10, Nov, 11, 


1949, , 


The more information we can have on topical fluorides, the better; and 
in some ways this is the meatiest of all the reports in this series, 
The data are not only basic and essential, dut are presented so specif— 
ically and in such detail that you may recombine them in almost any 
manner your specific curiosity may require, We found it hardly sur-— 
prising that the effect on first molar caries was minimal (since 76 per 
cent of those teeth were already carious when the studies began) and 
came up with the suspicion that the second molar reduction of 48 per cen 
is a truer index of the result of optimum treatment (since, by and large, 


these teeth were treated shortly after eruption), 















Fosdick, L. S$, THI RSDUCTION OF THE INCIDSNCE OF DENTAL CARIES, I. IMMEDIATE 
TOOTH--BRUSHING WITH A NSUTRAL DENTIFRICS, Am, Dent. A. J., 40:133-43, Feb., 


1950. 












We'd like to know a great deal more about this one, Were there regional 
differences in caries incidence? How did caries prevalence compare in 
study and control groups at the outset? How were study and control 
grouvs allocated to the various schools? And so on, Perhaps our ques- 


tions will be answered in subsequent reports, 
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REVInW OF BOOKS AND ARTICLES 
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Ast, D. B., Finn, S, 3., and McCaffrey, Isabel, TH NEWBURGH-KINGSTON CARISS 
FLUORING STUDY, I, DONTAL FINDINGS AFTOR THROS YOARS OF WATIR FLUORIDATION. 
Am, J, Pub, Health, 40:716-24, June 1950, 





’ 


Schlesinger, B, R., Overton, D, E,, and Chase, Helen C, THE NGWSURGH- 
KINGSTON CARIZS FLUORINE STUDY, II. PoDIATRIC ASPSCTS ~~ PRELIMINARY REPORT, 
Am, J. Pub, Health, 40:725-7, June 1950, 
The caries reduction at Newburgh is continuing, and no toxic effects 
have been observed, Both reports stress the preliminary nature of the 
findings, Possibly because they fortify some notions of our own, we 
found tables 5 and 6 on page 722 highly interesting, 


a 


Zander, H. A. BFFSCT OF A PENICILLIN DINTIFRICE ON CARIES INCIDSNCS IN 
SCHOOL CHILDREN. Am, Dent, A. J., 4:569-74, May 1950, 


If you can subordinate your interest in its subject matter for half an 
hour, try reading this one again as an example of good planning, evalua- 
tion, and reporting of a clinical study, If all such were done as 
meticulously this reporter would have fewer gray hairs, 


cy 


Jordan, W. A, THO ASKOV DENTAL DEMONSTRATICN: PROGRESS REPORT I, WN.W.Dent., 


This report gives the base-line data against which future findings will 

be compared, If you can't find a copy of the journal you might be able 

to persuade Bill Jordan to send you a mimeographed report which is some~ 
what more detailed than the published version, 


Russell, A, L, DSNTAL SFFSCTS OF EXPOSURS TO FLUORIDS—BSARING DAKOTA SAND. 
STONS WATERS AT VARIOUS AGES AND FOR VARIOUS LENGTHS OF'TIMS, I1, PATTERNS 
OF DENTAL CARIES INHIBITION AS RELATED TO EXPOSURE SPAN, TO SLAPSID TIM SINCE 
EXPOSURZ, AND TO PSRIODS OF CALCIFICATION AND ERUPTION. J. Dent, Res., 
28:600~12, Dec, 1949, 
Fluoride exposure during the calcification period was good, but exposure 
continued through the period of eruption seemed to be better, To us this 
seems to click nicely with the Newburgh-Kingston findings, 
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’ 


Scott, D. Bs, Picard, R. G., and Wyckoff, R, Ww, G, STUDIES OF THE ACTION oF 
SODIUM FLUORIDS ON SNAMEL BY SLECTRON MICROSCOPY AND BLECTROW DIFFRACTION. 
J. Dent, Res,, 28:642~3, Dec, 1949, 


Using electron diffraction (something very new) deposit -- apparently 
calcium fluoride -—- was seen on dental enamel after soaking in fluoride 


solutions, It was removed by as little as 90 minutes washing with water, 
But fluoride solutions do something to enamel — what? 


Kniesner, A, 3, A CRITICAL RSVIEW OF THE NSWGR MOTHODS PROPOSED FOR THE 
RIDUCTION OF DeWTAL CARIES, Am, Dent. A. J., 40:15462, Feb. 1950, 


Refreshing skepticism plus a smacking good bibliography, 


Wildermuth, Orliss, and Cantril, S, 7,’ PROBLOMS IN THO DIAGNOSIS OF CANCZ 
WITH DENTAL SYMPTOMS, Am. Dent. A. J., 40:385-90, Apr. 1950, 


A sobering series of cases in which early cancer diagnosis was muffed 
at the dental chair, 


Chilton, N. W, ‘SOMS PUBLIC HGALTH ASPECTS OF PERIODONTAL DISZASE, Am, Dent. 
A, J., 50:28-33, Jan. 1950. 


Whither when (and if) dental caries is brought under control? Here is 
another problem that won't go away no matter how hard we pretend it 
isn't there, 
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HS WILL 3H MISSED 


The meeting of the State and Terri-- 
torial Dental Directors in Washington, 
June 6~9, was saddened by the news of 
the death of Dr, Leon Kramer, State 
Dental Director of Kansas, which had 
occurred on May 2lst in Topeka, The 
word came as a particular shock to the 
older members with whom Leon had been 
so long and so intimately associated, 


Leon Kramer was born on Sept, 18, 
1894, at Clay Center, Kansas, His 
pre-professional education was obtained 
there. and he was graduated from the 
Kansas City-Western Dental College in 
1918, He engaged in vrivate practice 
in Kansas until 1936 when he became the 
Director of the Kansas dental health 
program, He attended, and obtained an 
M.P.H, degree, at Columbia University 
in 1940, Endowed with an inexhaustible 
energy his career was marked with 
innumerable duties, He served as 
President of the A.A,P.H.D., in that 
capacity in the Kansas State Dental 
Association and from 1942 until 1949 
was a member of the A.D.A. Council 
on Dental Health; he also served for 
a number of years as consultant to 
the Children's Bureau, He was a 
Fellow of the American Public Health 
Association, the American College of 
Dentists and the International 
College of Dentists, 


His abilities in dental public 
health are a matter of record, Along 
with those abilities he possessed a 
joyous personality that endeared him 
to those with whom he worked, From 


the standpoint of the A.A,P.H.D, his 
finest epitaph would be "He Will Be 
Missed," 








WASEINGTON MEETING 


The U.S.P,.H,Service called meet- 
ing of State and Territorial Dental 
Directors was held in Washington, 
D, C., June 6-9, Nearly every 
state was represented, The meet~ 
ing was called primarily to permit 
discussion of the future of the 
fluoride therapy program, Detailed 
report of the general sessions 
must await release of material by 
the Washington office, 


Opportunity was afforded the 
State and Territorial Dental Direc- 
tors to meet in private session 
with Dr, Drnest A, Branch, 
President, presiding, In this 
meeting the principal items on the 
agenda were consideration of 
(1) representation of the group on’ 
the A.D.A, Council on Dental Health, 
(2) the Service sponsored fluoride 
therapy program vs, grants-in-aid, 
(3) the matter of fluoridation of 
public water supplies, (4) the 
establishment of a Section of 
Dental Public Health in the 
Anerican Dental Association and 
(5) election of new officers, 
Preparation of a Resolution on 
item 1 was referred to a committee 
for subsequent action, On item 2 
a Resolution was adopted (not, 
however, unanimously) requesting 
the substitution of a Federal 
grants-in-aid program for the 
present fluoride therapy project. 
Item 3 resulted in the adoption of 
&@ Resolution endorsing fluoridation 
of public water supplies in all 
instances in which proper standards 
of control can be maintained, On 
item 4 a Resolution endorsing the 
establishment of the proposed Sec~ 
tion was passed, The election saw 
President-elect David B, Ast 
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eleyated to the Presidency; Dr, 
Carl Sebelius was named President- 
elect and Dr. William A, Jordan, 
Secretary—Treasurer, 


The Service sessions were high- 
lighted by the participation of 
non—-directors from the fields of 
public health and dental education, 
Under the leadership of Dr. Dorothy 
Nyswander an excellent consideration 
of the problems involved in estab~ 
lishing permanent fluoride therapy 
programs was developed, Drs, Allen 
O, Gruebbel and John Fulton made 
preliminary reports on their recent 
survey in New Zealanc, 


Some criticism of the meeting was 
directed toward the time devoted to 
the routine report of each state 


director relative to Federal fluoride 


units operating in their states, 


Opinions were expressed that the time 


micht better have been given to 


fuller consideration of Dr. Nyswander's 


topic, 








COOPERATIVES XFFORT 


Dr, Earl G, Ludlam, Chief, Section 
on Dental Diseases, participated in 


a2 recent program of instruction rela- 


tive to oral cancer, His brief (and 


obviously modest) report is quoted as 


follows: 


"During the past year, two courses 
in oral cancer were sponsored 
jointly by the New Jersey State 
Dental Society and the New Jersey 
State Department of Health, In 
each course, twenty men were sent 


to New York University, and at the 


same time, twenty were sent to 
University of Pennsylvania, The 
length of each course was for five 


days. The tuition for these courses 


was paid by the New Jerscy State 





Department of Health with federal 
funds earmarked for cancer con- 
trol, In addition, each student 
received a $10 per diem allowance, 
or a total of $50, Zach local 
component society was represented 
in the courses, 


"Favorable publicity, both within 
the State and throughout the coun- 
try, has been received, Because 

of this, it is honed that addi- 
tional funds will be made available 
for two more courses of this type 
this coming year, The New Jersey 
Division of the American Cancer 
Society and the Advisory Committee 
on Cancer Uontrol of the Medical 
Society of New Jersey both expres- 
sea great satisfaction with this 
program of the dental profession, 
As a result of their interest, the 
following letter was sent to every 
hospital in the State which oper- 
ates a tumor clinic, This recog- 
nition of the efforts of organized 
dentistry by the medical society 

is indeed gratifying," 


he referred to letter from the 


New Jersey Division of The American 
Cancer Socieuy to its component 
cancer clinics read as follows: 


"As part of the overall program of 
professional education in oral 
cancer diagnosis, the New Jersey 
Dental Society ‘is enlisting the 
assistance of their members in the 
control of cancer, Members of the 
dental society are being encouraged 
to refer suspected cases of oral 
cancer to the patient's family 
physiciar. or to various cancer 
clinics vhroughout the state, 


"Accordingly we suggest that vou 

consider strengthening the dental 
staff in your cancer clinic, If 

there are: no members of your den- 
tal staff who attend clinic 
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sessions, it would apoear advisable 
to have interested dentists 
appointed to this staff or at least 
invited to varticipate in discus-— 
sions once a month, 


"Thank you for your cooperation," 





NEW DIRECTOR 





Dr, Willard R, Bellinger has been 
appointed to succeed the late 

Dr, Leon Kramer as Dental Director 
in Kansas by that state's Board of 
Health, Dr, Bellinger has served as 
Dr, Kramer's assistant for five 
years, He was graduated from the 
Kansas City Western Dental College 
of the University of Kansas City in 
1925 and secured his M.P.H. degree 
from the University of Michigan in 
1946, 





POS? GRADUATS CANCSR COURSE 
TOR KANSAS DANTISTS 






Through the coordinated activities 
of the Kansas State Dental Associa- 
tion and the Division of Dental 
Eygiene, Kansas State Board of 
Health, the services of Dr, Hamilton 
B. G, Robinson, Director of the Post 
Graduate Division of Ohio State Uni- 
versity, was obtained to present a 
lecture course on mouth cancer, 


The three hour course on early 
detection and treatment of precan- 
cerous conditions and facts concern- 
ing cancer and its control as related 
to tissues in and adjacent to the 
oral cavity was presented to members 
of the Kansas State Dental Associa— 
tion during the week of June 12, 





Keen interest in this subject was 
demonstrated through the attendance 






of approximtely one-third of the 
dentists within the state, 






Dr, Willard R, Bellinger, Director, 
Division of Dental Hysiene, who 
completed arrangements for the 
course, assisted Doctor Robinson, 
The course was scheduled in five 
strategically located citics: 
Topeka, Parsons, Wichita, Hays and 
Dodge City. 











APOLOGY 






In the May Bulletin the program of 
the Birmingham meeting of the 
Southern Branch A.P,H.A, meeting ~ 
failed to include mention of the 
presentation (before a general ses-~ 
sion) of a paper by Dr. Thomas _ 
Eagan, U.S.P.H, Service Dental Con- 
sultant, The error of this omission 
is regretted, particularly since — 
Doctor Hagan's paper was a splendid, 
factual and thought—provoking one, 
























NSW ASSIGNMENTS 





Oné of the newer A.A.P.H.D. mem 
bers, Dr. George , Peak, who has 
been serving for cighteen months as 
dentist in charge of the Oklahoma 
fluoride therapy unit, has been 
assigned to duty at the Marine 
Hospital of Kirkwood, Missouri, 












Somewhat similarly Dr. John 3, 
Frank, who has headed the Maryland 
unit since December 1948, has been 
temporarily assigned to duty at the 
Baltimore, Maryland, Marine Hospital, 
The latter is expected to resume 
his fluoride activity in September, 
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WREATH FOR WERTHOIMSR 


It is a pleasure to present the 
following quotation taken from the 
'President's Message" of Dr, George 
W, Christiansen of the Michigan 

tate Dental Association as pub- 
lished in the June 1950 issue of the 
Journal of the Michigan State Dental 
Socicty?: 


"May I also briefly direct your 
attention to the splendid work 
of the Dental Division in the 
Michigan Department of Health, 
Our state was one of the early 
pioneers in the field of public 
health dentistry and has done an 
outstanding job throughout the 
years, Its program of dental 
health education is practical, 
efficient and always abreast of 
the times, and a recent publica- 
tion on Children's Dentistry is 
worthy of special note, The 
numerous services of the Dental 
Division -~ the saliva diagnostic 
service, the distribution of 
sodium fluoride solution, the 
dental film service -~ these and ~ 
the close liaison of the director, 
Doctor Wertheimor, and his divi- 
sion personnel with individual 
dentists, local and component 
eroups, and our state socicty, 
has contributed greatly to the 
advancement of dentistry in 
Michigan," 


To avoid any ombarrassment on 
Fred Wertheimer's part, let it be 
known that this item was submitted 
to him by the Iditor for publication 
herewith under the editorial code 
of M-l which means 2 number one 


must, 
é 





POOR FISH 


The heading of this item does not 
refer to Dr, and Mrs, Frank Bertram 
or to Bob Downs but to the fact that 
the former spont a part of July in 
Colorado, near enough to Bob, whom 
they planned on seeing, to elicit 
from Frank the pre~vacation state- 
ment "the fishing had better be as 
good as Bob claims," 





NsaW DENTAL EGALTHY ALLY 


A new recruit among those interested 
in promoting dentel health programs 
is reported by Dr, Sdward Taylor, 
Director of Dental Health in Texas, 
The newcomer is the state-wide (and 
in Texas that is wide) organization 
of the Junior Chamber of Commerce, 

Dr. Taylor's report follows on the 
activities of the groun to date: 





"Through a jointly cooperative plan 

of thc Texas Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, the State Department of 
Health and the State Dental Society, 

the Jaycce's will sponsor dental 
health activities in localities of 
the State where there are Jaycee 
chapters, There are 140 chapters 

with o membership of approximately 
17,000 enthusiastic and civic 

minded young men, This movement 
promises to be a nowerful aid in 
promoting and maintaining local 

dental health activities, 


"The Junior Chamber has created a 
separate standing State Dental 
Health Committee, which is to de 
headed by a dentist, and whose 
function it will be to promote 
dental health activities in the 
various localities, Through a 


joint committee of the State Depart 
ment of Health and the Council on 
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Dental Health of the State Dental 
Society, an outline of policies 
and functions was prepared which 
is to guide and govern all activ- 
ities, This outline is based 
primarily upon the dental health 
program plan as outlined by the 
American Dental Association at 
San Francisco last October, Any 
deviation from this outline must 
first have the approval of the 
State Department of Health and 
the State Council on Dental 
Health, 


"While local committees will be 
composed chiefly of all walks of 
life and will not be confined to 
Jaycee members, it is designated 
that at least one dentist shall 
be a member of each committee and 
preferably that a dentist be 
chairman of the committee, The 
first and primary activities for 
the ensuing twelve months will be 
the vromotion of National 
Children's Dental Health Day, and 
there are some slight suggestions 
for arousing local interest in 
the fluoridation of public water 
supplies, 


"The plan is so arranged that it 
can be controlled and kept within 
the realm of anproved public 
health methods and measures, The 
danger of pitfalls has been 
closely safeguarded in the plan, 
It is visualized that this 
endeavor may be far-reaching in. 
the development and continuance 
of dental public health in Texas 
and, if it proves to be successful 
and satisfactory, may be useful 
in other states as a stimulus to 
local interest and community 
participation," 





ATLANTIC CITY MEDTING 


A report of the tentative program 
of the Atlantic City A.A.P.H.D. 
mecting next October has been 
received from Dr, Norman fF, Gerrie, 
Chairman of the Program Committee, 
Panel discussions on two timely 
subjects, "Ancillary Persomel" and 
"Fluoridation of Public Water 
Supplies" will constitute the princi- 
pal part of the program, Participants 
and moderators are yet to be 
announced, ' The annual business 
meeting will also be held, 





COURSES OFFERED 


The Division of Gradute and Post- 
graduate Studics at Tufts College 
Dental School has announced its com 
plete schedule of thirty-eight 
refresher courses to be given during 
the academic year October, 1950, 
through June, 1951, These courses 
will cover all ficlds of dentistry 
and are given on & one day per week 
basis and on a continuous day basis, 


For information regarding these 
courses, address correspondence to: 


Dr, Arthur H, Wuehrmann 

Division of Graduate and Post-— 
graduate Studies 

Tufts College Dental School 

136 Harrison Ave, 

Boston 11, Massachusetts 
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INVITATION 


The Indiana State Board of Health 
has moved into its new $2,000,000 
building and the Division of Dental 
Health is now housed in most modern 
quarters, The Director and his 
staff will be hanpy to have visitors, 
Come out and see a real office 
building, 





FLUORIDATION RSECOMBAUDATIONS 


As if timed as a salvo more and 
more recommendations of the fluorida-— 
tion of public water supplies are 
being announced, Starting the recent 
announcements the June lst A.D.A. 
News-Letter reported as follows: 


"Artificial fluoridation of communal 
water supplies has been found to be 
as effective in reducing the inci- 
dence and prevalence of dental 
caries among children as does water 
naturally containing fluorides, it 
was reported today by Assistant 
Surgeon General Bruce D, Forsyth of 
the U. S. Public Health Service, As 
a result of new evidence from its 
Grand Rapids project, where commnu- 
nity water has been fluoridated 
since Jan, 25, 1945, the Public © 
Health Service, Dr. Forsyth said, 
has now altered its basic policy 
regarding fluoridation to reads 
'Using scientific methods and pro- 
cedures, communities desiring to 
fluoridate thoir communal water 
supplies should be strongly encour-— 
aged to do so.' Dr. Forsyth said 
that a recent analysis of data from 
Grand Rapids regarding six, seven 
and eight year olds reveals that 
their caries experience and expect— 
ancy is the same as that found in 
individuals of the same age group 
who have been receiving 1 to 1.5 
pep.m of fluorides naturally in 


their drinking water over the same 
period of time, 'One can now pre= 
dict,' he said, 'that next year the 
nine year olds, when examined, will 
have dropped to this same curve; 

the following year, the ten year 
olds, etc,' It was pointed out that 
it may be necessary to add lesser 
amounts of fluorides to community 
water supplies in the southern parts 
of the nation because of the higher 
consumption of water in hot climates, 
In cooperation with the Public 
Health Service, a number of commun- 
ities have been adding fluorides to 
domestic water sunplies as a test 

of its effectiveness in reducing 
dental decay, Earlier tests have 
revealed that children residing in 
communities where fluorides were 
naturally present in driniting water 
had materially less dental decay 
than children of the same age group 
residing in communities with fluor-— 
ide-free water supplies, Details 

of the new report will be published 
in the July issue of The Journal 

of the American Dental Association." 





FLASH! 

Just prior to publication dead-— 
line the fcllowing revision of the 
foregoing U.S.P.H.Service policy on 
fluoridation was received from Dr, 
John W, Knutson, Dated July 7th, it 
readss$ 


"Preliminary data suggest a | 
lowered amount of dental decay 
following fluoridation of the | 
public water supply, Although 
evidence is rapidly accumulating, 
the controlled studies now being 
carried on should be continued 
and others as may be necessary 
inaugurated, 


"In order to utilize this preven- 
tive at the earliest possible 
moment, formulation of plans for 
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fluoridation of public water sup- 
plies as a procedure for the 
partial control of dental caries 
may be encouraged subject to the 
approval of the State and local 
health authorities and the dental 
and medical professions." 


As reported elsewhere in this 
Bulletin the State and Territorial 
Dental Directors at their June 7th 
meeting in Washington, D. C., 
adopted the following resolution: 


"RESOLVED that the State and 
Territorial Dental Health Directors 
recommend the fluoridation of pub- 
lic water supplies for the partial. 
control of dental caries, where 

the local dental and medical profes- 
sions have approved this program and 
where the community can meet and 
maintain the standards required by 
the State health authority," 


From Dr, Shirley Dwyer, State 
Dental Director of New Hampshire 
comes the report that that state's. 
Dental Society on June 19th adopted 
a fluoridation resolution worded as 
follows: 


NWHSRIAS the United States Public 
Health Service has seen fit to 
alter its basic policy concerning 
the fluoridation of public water 
supplies, 


NBS IT RSSOLVID that the New 
Hampshire Dental Society recommend 
the fluoridation of public water 
supplies within the State of New 
Hampshire, for the partial control 
of dental caries where such a 
program can mect and maintain the 
standards recommended by the State 
Health Authority." 

To be entirely factual and fair 
this item might well have been head-— 
lined "On (After) Wisconsin," The 











pioneer work in fluoridation of Dr, 
Frank Bull in that state is recog- 
nized as having preceded these newer 
endorsements by many months, And as 
cited in the "President's Message" 
in this issue several other states 
have indicated approval of fluorida- 
tion projects, 





SERVICE SWITCH 


The U.S.P.H,Servicé Division of 
Dental Public Health, Bureau of 
State Services has announced the new 
assignments of Regional Dental Con- 
sultants as follows: 


Frank B, Law from Washington, D. C. 
to Boston, Mass, 

Thomas L. Hagen from Atlanta, Cass 
to Washington, D. C6, 

Walter J, Pélton from Denver, 
Colorado, to Chicago, Illinois. 


William P, Kroschel from Chicago, 
Illinois, to Atlanta, Georgia, 


George A, Nevitt from Washington, 
D. C, (Region 3) to Kansas City, 
Missouri 


Norman F; Gerrie from Kansas City, 
Missouri, to Denver, Colorado, 


All of these transfers will have 
been effected on or before Aug, lst. 





INDUSTRIOUS INDIANA 
The Division of Dental Health, 
Indiana State Health Department, and 
the Indiana University School of 
Dentistry cooperated in a "dentistry 
for children" program at the 93rd 
Annual Session of the Indiana State 
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Dental Association, held May 15, 16, 
17, 1950. A short lecture program 
preceded clinical demonstrations 

(1) "management" of the exposed den- 
tal pulp in children by Dr, Ralph 3. 
McDonald, Children's Clinic, Indiana 
University School of Dentistry 

(2) effective utilization of auxiliary 
dental personnel by Dr. George E, . 
Waterman, Dental Officer in Charge of 
the Richmond Study Program and his 
staff, and (3) topical fluoride demon- 
stration procedures by Dr, Roy D. 
Smiley, Director Division of Dental 
Health, Indiana State Board of Health 
and the United States Public Health 
Service Demonstration Unit, 





The entire mornins session was given 
to patient demonstration, table demon- 
stration, showing of patients and 
scientific exhibits, It was a most 
comprehensive coverage of all phases 
of operative, restorative, corrective 
and preventive procedures, 35 den~ 
tists, hygienists and assistants 
participated in the presentation, 





QUERY! 







From Dr, Hugo M, Kulstad, Chief, 
Division of Dental Health, 
California Departnent of Health, 
comes a letter a part of which is 
quoted as follows: 


"In my opinion, someone should 
start a campaign to change the 
‘Desirable Minimum Functions! of 
Health Departments, and I wonder 
who or which organization should 
take the lead, 


"T have thought of the Dental 
Section of the A,P,H.A, and the 
State and Territorial Dental 
Directors, in addition to the 
A.A.P.H.D. 








"The Committee on Administrative 
Practice of the American Public 
Health Association is considering 
a revision, I believe, and this 
would be a good time to sucgest 
Dental Health as one of those 
minimum items, What do you 
think?" 


What do you think? 





"BILL" DAVIS WRITES 


A letter has been received from 
Dr. William R, Davis, former 
Michigan dental director, offering 
"congratulations or commiseration" 
on the Editor's appointment, No 
one should lmow better than "Bill" 
what an editorship entails, since 
he served for years as Editor of 
his State Dental Association Jour- 
nal, Now retired from both that 
editorship and as director, his 
letter indicates that he still 
maintains the interest in dental 
public health and the kindliness 
that so endeared him to his fellow 
directors, 





ALABAMA ACTIVE 


From Dr. L, L, House, Alabama 
State Dental Director, comes a 
brief report of his Division's 
activity. The report, as follows, 
was originally published in the 
Alabama State Medical Journal: 


The State Health Department, in. 
cooperation with County Health 
Departments, sponsored sixty-two 
dental clinics in thirty-nine 
counties, Approximately 12,700 
patients were admitted, They 
made 17,922 visits, 
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At the end of the year 76 local 
practicing dentists were partici- 
pating in the dental care program, 
Employed on a part-time basis, 
they devoted 11,378 hours to this 
work and completed dental cere for 
5,803 patients, 


The U, S. Public Health Service 
placed in Alabama two dental 
crews, one white and one colored, 
to demonstrate in schools the 
topical application of sodium 
fluoride, All reports indicate 
that there was at least a 40 per 
cent reduction in the incidence 
of dental caries, 


These two teams put on demonstra- 
tions in eleven counties and 
treated approximately 7,985 chil- 
dren, The personnel of each team 
consisted of one dentist, two 
dental hygienists and one clerk, 
All overating expenses were pro- 
vided with Federal funds, 


The location and number of chil- 
dren to be treated were chosen by 
the Director of the Division of 
Dental Health, and Montgomery was 
the base from which these teams 
worked, The dental care program 
for 1949 represented an increase 
of about 100 per cent over that 
for the previous year, An even 
larger program is contemplated 
for 1950, The program now under 
way is the most ambitious ever 
carried on in Alabama, 





SUMMER ACTIVITY 


The Division of Dental Health, 
Indiana State Department of 
Health, is supervising three 
health teams, each composed of a 
dentist and registered nurse, 
which are visiting 49 4-H camping 


groups this summer, representing 70 | 
of the 92 counties in the state, 
Dental inspections and oral hygiene, 
vision testing and first aid, home- 
stead improvement and rural sanita- 
tion are subjects which are covered 
in the health classes for each of the 
groups, More than 9,000 children will 
be in the camps and they will receive 
referral cards if dental or medical 
care is needed and a follow-up 
program will be carried on through 
the County Agent and County Nurse, 





IMPOSING SYMPOSIUM 


Too near the publication dead—line 
to permit the careful perusal it de- 
serves, there has just reached the 
Editor's desk a copy of a "Supplemen— 
tary Issue" of the Journal of the 
California State Dental Association, 
The supplement contains verbatim 
report of a symposium on "Sugar and " 
Dental Caries" which was a part of 
the 1950 annual meeting of that 
Association, Even a hasty glance at 
its pages warrants recommending it to 
dental public health personnel, Con- 
clusions are not given; these are 
left to the reader to develop from as 
colpr chants a presentation of data 
as, probably, has ever been assembled 
on the matter of the relationship 
between carbohydrate consumption and 
dental caries, It is not a report 
that may be quickly assimilated, It 
calls for careful study, for repeated 
reading, for patient deliberation, 
As the Dditor of the California Jour- 
nal states in a foreword, "Read, 
digest, compare ~— and form your own 
conclusions," 
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DENTAL LITGRATURE INDEX 


The recent issuance by the American 
Dental Association of an "Index To 
Dental Literature" fills a long time 
need and should be of interest and 
value to those of or interested in 
the profession of dentistry, To be 
issued quarterly this compact book~ 
let lists by topics and by author's 
name the articles published during 
each past quarter in nearly 150 den- 
tal periodicals, The first issue 
covers the final months of 1949 as 
well as the first quarter of 1950, 


One is amazed both by the number 
of periodicals thet are included 
and by the endless variety of topics 
that are indexed and, even more im- 
portant, cross-—indexed under nearly 
every possible designation and by 
author, Limited to periodicals pub- 
lished in the English language the 
Index is international in scope, 
The Bulletin is included, the 
February issue being listed with 
reference to Dr, William Jordan's 
article and to the program of our 
last meeting, 





Probably the most important value 

f the new publication is its being 
so up-to-date, To have within the 
next quarter a comprehensive index 
of periodical dental literature of 
the past quarter is a real contribu 
tion to dentists, The cost ? ~ $30.00 
per year, 





REPORT ON "SOCIALIZATION" 


With the general onposition of the 
dental profession of the United 
States to any form of "socialization" 
of, or application of compulsory 
health insurance to, dental practice, 
end with consideration of organized 


dentistry's suggested alternative 
"ational Dental Health Plan," with 
its emphasis on children's dental 
care — the following excerpts from 
an article "Dentistry Under The New 
Health Act in Sngland" by Frederick 
Birnberg, D.D.S. (The lew York Jour-~ 
nal of Dentistry, June-July, 1950) 
is of especial interest, The article 
reports the answers to 2 question= 
naire on various aspects of dental 
service, 


"Question: 'Does the service 
include research and caries 
control provision?! 


There are actually no provi- 
sions or regulations showing 
that the service includes 
research and caries control 
provisions, 


"Question: 'Do children get 
priority?! 


K, writes, 'Children grossly ‘ 
neglected, fillings for decid- 

uous teeth $1.05, school don- 

tist's pay shocking, ! : 
In addition to the services by 

local authorities, which are 

quite meager indeed, priority 

for expectant mothers, pre- } 
school and school children, 

according to government regula 
tions, is recommended to’ the 

dental profession, Thus, look- 

ing back’to the answers of our 
question, the above figures 

show that while some 25 per 

cent of -the dentists give heed 

to the government's recommenda= 
tion, 60 per cent’do not give 
children priority, the balance 
being non-committal on the 

question, 


As far as the school dental 
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service is concerned, it has 
suffered tremendously since 
the introduction of National 
Health Service and is in dan- 
ser of complete collapse, Over 
300 out of a total of close to 
900 have resigned to open 
their own offices, with many 
of them hanging on only to be 
yensioned soon and no new 
recruits entering, because of 
the small nay, 


Capon, the immediate past 
president of the British Dental 
Associstion, speaking for 
organized dentistry in a recent 
letter, well covers many of the 
v2rious comments made by den- 
tists in their returned ques- 
tionnaires, and quoting: 


1, Collanse of the school 
dental service, 


2 Breakdown service for the 
adult at the cost of pre- 
vention in the child, 


3. Neglect of provision for 
adolescent treatment, 


As has been pointed out by both 
Condry (Dental Socicty Secre- 
tary) and Capon, the comlecte 
breakdown of the school dental 
service could have been avoided 
by raising the salary of the 
profession to 2 level to make 
it attractive, After all is 
said end done, the service 
rendered to the coming generation 
will _ really prove the value of 
dental care and will show divi- 
dends tomorrow worth every effort 
of today, While discussions 
have been going on between the 
Minister of Health and local 
authorities to the end of sal- 
vaging the school dental service 






and while in a few communi- 
tics the pay of school den- 
tists has been raised, the 
problem is as yet far from 
solved," 





RINSS 


With no skepticism as to the 
value of rinsing the mouth immed- 
iately following the ingestion of 
carbohydrates (sce the July Reader!s 
Digest) one cannot help but wonder 
what the practice will do so far as 
the water shortaze of, say, New Yor 
City, is concerned, Seriously, how 
can one combat the tendency of a 
sugar loving population to like the 
lingoring taste of sweets? And, 
incidentally, why should one wait 
for Frank Bull to suggest that the 
rinse water be fluoridated and that 
it be swallowed "posterinse!"? 





VAGRANT VACATION — 


Dick Leonard spent ten days in 
July cruising on the Chesapeake an 
Delaware Bays, Report has it that 
between lack of nautical knowledge 
and a genorel tendency toward iner~ 
tia he managed to do nothing at all, 
He states, "The most I did was not 
think about the August Bulletin, 4 





SYMPOSIUM ON ESART DISZASS 


A Syrmosium on The Relation of 
Heart Disease to the Practice of 
Dentistry wes held June 28, 1950, 
at the Indiana State Board of Health 
Auditorium, 1330 West Michigan St., 
Indianavolis, Indiana, 
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Dr. Roy D. Smiley, Director, 
Dental Division, Indiana State 
Board of Health, was the presiding 
officer at the morning session, 
The following program of speakers 
was presenteds 


10:00 a.m, ~- Importance of Heart 
Discase to the Dentist. 
Grant Yon Huysen, 
D.D.S., Indianapolis, 
Professor of Oral 
Pathology, I. U. Dental 
School, 


Fundamentals in Cardiac 
Dingnosis, — 
Donald Close, If.D., 
Indianapolis, Assoc, 
Professor of Cardiology, 
I.U. Med, Center. 


Classification of He art 
Disease, 

George S, Bond, M.D., 
Indian2polis, Pres., 
Indiana Heart Founda 
tion, 


Methods of Diagnosis 

of Heart Disease, 

Devid McKinley, M.D., 
Indianapolis, Asst. Med, 
Director, I.U. Med, 
Center and Asst. in 
Cardioloz, 


At 12:00 noon a comolimentary buffet 
luncheon was served, 


Dr, Grant Vea Huysen, Indiana Uni- 
versity School of e Dentistry, was the 
presiding officer for the afterncon 
program. 


1315 p.m. —- Gencral Aspects of and 
Prevention of Heart | 
Disease, 
J. O. Ritchey, M.D., 
Indianapolis, 


The Role of the Dentist 
in the Problem of Svb- 
acute Bactcrial Endo- 
carditis 

Earry Polaman,'k.D., 
stat ty Neos Assoc. 
Professor of Papen 
State Univ. of New York, 


Dental Procedures in the 
Cardiac Patient , 
William Gambill, M.D., 
Indianapolis, Asst, in 
Medicine, I, U. Schools 
of Medicine and Dentistry. 


Dentistry for the 
Cardiac Patient. 

S. A. Lovéstedt, D.D.S., 
Rochester, Mimesota, 
Mayo Clinic, 


The program was sponsored by the 
Indiana University School of Den- 
tistry, Indiana State Board of 
Eealth, and the Indiana Heart Foun- 
dation, 





_ EDITOR'S GRIPE 


Six weeks prior to the dead-—lLine 
on copy for this issue of the 
Bulletin twenty members of the 
A.A.P.E.D., picked more or less at 
random, were sent postal cards ask- 
ing for contributions of (s) items 
for "Hotes and News" and (bd) longer 
formal articles for early or subse- 
quent pudlication in the Bulletin, 
With due and hearty thanks to those 
who responded, it must be reported © 
that the number of responses was not 
gratifying. 


Perhaps some doubt exists as to 
the type of item desired, The an- 
swer is that there are no cxact 
limitstions, Both Editorial oninion 
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as to suitability and the matter of 
space nay prevent publishing ali 
items, But is not ours a small, 
closely enough knit group to warrant 
the assumption of interest in both 
the professional and human intcrest 
effairs of our members? For example, 
the report in this issue of the 
Cancer Control project in New 
Jersey and that of a director's vaca~ 
tion vlan are indications of the wide 
ariety of items desired, And a 
quarterly request for them should not 
be necessary, Just contribute them 
routinely. Meanwhile, hearty thanks 
to the contributors to this issue, 





SSVOITH ATTUAL SEMINAR FOR TSS 
STUDY AMD PRACTICN OF 
DEUTAL MEDICING 


Results of a two year study of 
dental decay control utilizing an 
ammoninted dentifrice; the role of 
the dentist in the cancer problem; 
radiation therany rolated to dental 
medicine are some of the current 
findings that will be studied at 
the Seventh Annual Seminar for the 
Study and Practice of Dental Medi- 
cine at Palm Springs, California, 
October 15-20, 1950, 


Dr, Hermann Becks, president of 
the annuel seminar, announced the 
subjects to be covered as follows: 


"The Conduct end Results of a Two 
Year Caries Control Study Utilizing 
Orel Hygiene and an Anmoniated ; 
Dentifrice," —- Dr, Robert G, Kesel, 
University of Illinois, 


“Antibiotics” — Dr, James M, Dille, 
University of Washington School of 
Medicine, Dr, Dille will also 
deliver a paper on "Analgesics," 


"Pathology of Periapical Infec- 
tions" — "Differential Diagnosis of 
the Lesions of the Cheeks, Tongue 
and Pelnate, and the Role of the Den- 
tist in the Cancer Problem" — Dr, 
Eamilton 3, G, Robinson, Ohio State 
University, 


"Physiological and Thorapeutic - 
Aspects of Peptic Ulcer," "Gastro- 
Intestinal Eormones and the Produc- 
tion of Arteriosclerosis by Dietary 
Malad justment," - Dr, Andrew C,. Ivy, 
University of Illinois, 


"Radiation Therapy and Dental Mcde 
icine” — Dr, B, V. A, Low-Rcer, 
University of Californin, 


"Physiology of the Endocrine | 
Glands" — "Clinical Applications of 
Compound EB and ACTH ond Use and Mise 
uses of Sex Hormones," -~ Dr, Willard 
0, Thompson, University of Illinois, 
Dr. Ivy will also discuss "The Nazi 
War Crimes of a Medical Nature," 


Registration information and 
details of application may be 
secured by writing Miss Marion G, 
Lewis, Executive Secretary, Room 200 
Eooper Foundation, University of 
California Medical Center, 

San Francisco, 22, C2lifornia, 





DR. PHAIR JOINS A.D.A, STAI 


Dr. W. Philip Phair has resigned 
his position as Head of the Dental 
Health Section of the Washington 
State Denartment of Health to serve 
as special consultant for the 
Council on Dental Health of the 
American Dental Association, 





